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October 10, 2024 
 
 
 
The Honorable Steve Bennett 
State Capitol 
PO Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94249 
 
Dear Assemblymember Bennett: 
 
Thank you for taking the time to meet with the San Gabriel Valley Water Association 
(SGVWA) on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. We sincerely appreciate the opportunity to 
discuss our concerns regarding AB 2079, a bill that would have limited the permitting of 
high-capacity wells in California's groundwater basins. 
 
As the advocacy arm of the Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster, the SGVWA brings 
together stakeholders across the San Gabriel Valley in Los Angeles County to ensure a 
reliable water supply for our community of 31 cities, covering 284 square miles and 
serving two million people.  
 
During our meeting, we raised several important concerns about specific provisions in the 
June 3, 2024, version of AB 2079, particularly those related to the permitting process for 
large-diameter, high-capacity wells. We would like to take this opportunity to summarize 
and further clarify those concerns.  
 
From the bill text: “The bill would require a local enforcement agency, before approving 
a permit for a large diameter, high capacity well, to provide specified information to the 
applicant.  The bill would prescribe certain standards a local enforcement agency would 
be required to follow in the approval or denial of the permit, including the location of the 
proposed large-diameter, high capacity well and specified geological and water supply 
considerations.  The bill would provide exemptions for its provisions for specified water 
wells.  The bill would provide that its provisions apply only to applications for permits for 
the construction, maintenance, abandonment, or destruction of water wells in basins 
identified in the Department of Water Resources Bulletin 118.” 
 
• Watermaster’s Rules and Regulations, adopted by the Superior Court June 21, 2012, 

provides the permitting consideration and approval process for drilling, modifying or 
destroying wells in the Main San Gabriel Basin (see Section 28, attached).  We 
recommend including an exemption in the bill for adjudicated basins with existing 
well permitting requirements.  
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Such an exemption would help clarify and ensure that the bill does not unintentionally conflict with or 
override the authority granted under court judgment. 

Section 2, Article 5, 13807.1 (d) defines a “local enforcement agency”, but it does not include Watermaster. 
 
• The definition provided excludes the type of agency Watermaster is by narrowly specifying only city, 

county or water agency – we are none of those.  We have, however through our Court Appointed 
authority, adopted legally binding requirements for construction, modification, and destruction of water 
wells within the Main Basin.  

 
• We recommend an exemption for adjudicated basins such as the Main San Gabriel Basin to address this 

oversight. This exemption will clear up any confusion about whether the bill applies to these basins and 
will ensure that the Watermaster's authority, which is already established through a court-appointed 
process, is not unintentionally disregarded or conflicted with. 

13807.2 (4), noticing requirements 
 
• We recommend that Section 13807.2 (4) be amended to explicitly recognize the existence of adjudicated 

basins, such as the Main San Gabriel Basin, which are already governed by legally binding court 
judgments and adopted Rules and Regulations. These existing frameworks, which include specific 
permitting and noticing requirements, already ensure proper oversight and public transparency for well 
construction, modification, and destruction. 

13807.3 restrictions on well locations 
 
• Watermaster’s Section 28 engineering review address’s location and influence concerns at a local level, 

relative to geology, water quality and other potential concerns with unregulated impacts.  We recommend 
a differentiation for adjudicated basins and a deferral to the adopted Judgments and Rules and 
Regulations governing the basin. 

 
• Given the robust local review and the Watermaster’s expertise in managing the Main San Gabriel Basin, 

we recommend that Section 13807.3 be amended to differentiate adjudicated basins from other areas. 
Specifically, the bill should defer to the existing court judgments and adopted Rules and Regulations that 
already govern well locations and permit approvals in these basins. This would ensure that the unique 
needs and regulatory framework of adjudicated basins are respected while maintaining the integrity of 
the bill's overall purpose. 

 
Thank you again for spending time with us discussing our concerns. We look forward to continuing to work 
with both you and your dedicated staff. In the meantime, if I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Lynda Noriega 
President, Board of Directors 
San Gabriel Valley Water Association  


















